A COMEDY IN CHAPTERS
Fresh horses were immediately called for, and while they were being put in the two travellers walked up and down.
' It is now a quarter* to seven o'clock/ said Mount-clere; ' and the question arises, shall I go on to Knoll-sea, or branch off at Corvsgate Castle for E nek worth ? I think the best plan will be to drive first to E nek worth, set me down, and then get him to take you on at once to Knollsea. What do you say ? '
'When shall I reach Knollsea by that arrangement ?'
' By half-past eight o'clock. We shall be at Enckworth before eight, which is excellent time.'
'Very well, sir, I agree to that/ said Sol, feeling that as soon as one of the two birds had been caught, the other could not mate without their knowledge.
The carriage and horses being again ready, away they drove at once, both having by this time grown too restless to spend in Anglebury a minute more than was necessary.
The hostler and his lad had taken the jaded Sand-bourne horses to the stable, rubbed them down, and fed them, when another noise was heard outside the yard; the omnibus had returned from meeting the train. Relinquishing the horses to the small stable-lad, the old hostler again looked out from the arch.
A young man had stepped from the omnibus, and he came forward. ' I want a conveyance of some sort to take me to Knollsea, at once. Can you get a horse harnessed in five minutes ?J
' I'll make shift to do what I can master, not promising about the minutes. The truest man can say no more. Won't ye step into the bar, sir, and give your order? I'll let ye know as soon as 'tis ready/
Christopher turned into a room smelling strongly of the night before, and stood by the newly-kindled fire to wait. He had just come in haste from Melchester. The upshot of his excitement about the wedding, which, as the possible hour of its' solemnization drew
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